


2025 Staff & Board Members
6WDII���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

%RDUG�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

7UXVWHHV���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

:RUNLQJ�*URXSV���������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�����6WDWLVWLFV�5HSRUW�����������������������������������������������������������������������

2025 Minutes
$QQXDO�&RQJUHJDWLRQDO�0HHWLQJ��0D\�����������������������������������������

2025 Board Reports
%RDUG�&KDLU��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

7UXVWHHV�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

)LQDQFH��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

0LQLVWHU�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

0LQLVWU\�	�3HUVRQQHO�����������������������������������������������������������������������

5HJLRQDO�5HSUHVHQWDWLYH�����������������������������������������������������������������

2025 Team Reports
&KULVWLDQ�'HYHORSPHQW��������������������������������������������������������������������

&KLOGUHQ�	�<RXWK�0LQLVWULHV���������������������������������������������������������

&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�7HDP��������������������������������������������������������������������

&RQJUHJDWLRQDO�&DUH�7HDP��������������������������������������������������������������

2XWUHDFK�DQG�-XVWLFH�7HDP�������������������������������������������������������������

3URSHUW\�7HDP���������������������������������������������������������������������������������

6WHZDUGVKLS�7HDP���������������������������������������������������������������������������

:RUVKLS�7HDP����������������������������������������������������������������������������������

0XVLF�'LUHFWRU������������������������������������������������������������������������������

��5HFRYHU\�7HDP�����������������������������������������������������������������������������

Financial Statements
�����2SHUDWLQJ�6WDWHPHQW�	������3URSRVHG�%XGJHW����������������������

��/HJDF\�)XQG�6WDWHPHQW��������������������������������������������������������������������

&RQVROLGDWHG�%DODQFH�6KHHW�������������������������������������������������������������

&DVK�3RVLWLRQ�6WDWHPHQW������������������������������������������������������������������

���%HTXHVWV�	�0HPRULDO�'RQDWLRQV������������������������������������������������������

TABLE OF CONTENTSTABLE OF CONTENTSTABLE OF CONTENTS

PAGE 2



STAFF & BOARDSTAFF & BOARD
MEMBERSMEMBERS

STAFF & BOARD
MEMBERS

202520252025

PAGE 3



STAFFSTAFF  STAFF 
Thomas Beach .............................................
Darcy Fischer.............................................
Rev. Luke Haisa ..........................................
Dasha Krasnozhen ...................................

Oksana Krasnozhen .................................
Mary Lansdell ............................................

Maegan Lansdell-Cole .............................

Roberto Montagni ...................................
Alena Naumchyk.........................................
Colleen Robarts .......................................
Peter Sheridan ..........................................

Recovery Team Lead
Sunday Custodian 
Minister
Children and Youth Ministry Coordinator
(September to December)
Music Director
Children and Youth Ministry Coordinator
(Retired June 2025)
Educational Assistant for Kids in Action
(January - June)
Treasurer
Principal Organist / Accompanist
Office Administrator
Recovery Team Lead

BOARDBOARDBOARD
Lori Bazin ................................................
Sandra Child ...........................................
Marivic Dela Cerna.................................
Rev. Luke Haisa ........................................
Bob Hindley ..............................................
Newton Hislop .........................................
Edie Lee ......................................................
Morgan O’Flanagan.................................
John Patterson........................................
Lucas Ramage ...........................................
Diane Scheibner ......................................

Worship Chair

Regional Representative

Christian Development Chair

Minister 

Finance Chair

Property Chair 

Ministry and Personnel Chair

Recording Secretary

Congregational Care Chair

Outreach & Justice Chair

Board Chair / Stewardship Chair

TRUSTEESTRUSTEES  TRUSTEES 
Newton Hislop (Chair)
Bob Hindley
Diane Scheibner 

WORKING GROUPSWORKING GROUPSWORKING GROUPS
Communications Team ..........................
Recovery Team ........................................
Tech Team .................................................

Claire Loberg & Colleen Robarts
Peter Sheridan & Thomas Beach
Colleen Robarts, Ivan Bacon
 & Ilia Levykin
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Adult Baptism

Adult Baptism April 20, 2025
Wyan Berard

Damian Dunham
Paul Hobson

Johnny McIsaac
Cristl Porter
Jason Wong

Infant Baptism

November 16, 2025

Harrison Stirling & Fletcher Alexander McQueen
Sons of Sean & Kristen McQueen

January 12, 2025

Logan Josephine O’Flanagan
Daughter of Dillon & Morgan O’Flanagan

Membership
May 4, 2025

Myleen Sacro

Weddings
May 17, 2025

Peter Dykstra & Lina Tenorio
June 7, 2025

Dema Levykin & Oksana Krasnozhen

July 5, 2025

Christopher Ocampo & Ruffa Mae Tongol



MINUTESMINUTESMINUTES
2025 ANNUAL 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING,
MAY 25, 2025
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ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETINGANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
  SUNDAY, MAY 25, 2025SUNDAY, MAY 25, 2025

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
 SUNDAY, MAY 25, 2025
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Nominations

May 25, 2025 Minutes continued
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UPDATES ON SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

Library Update – Bill Moore

May 25, 2025 Minutes continued
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Strategic Planning
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Proposed Budget for 2025
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Congregational Care
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May 25, 2025 Minutes continued



Additional Questions not yet covered
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BOARD CHAIRBOARD CHAIR  BOARD CHAIR DIANE SCHEIBNER
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United Church of Canada General Council
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BOB HINDLEY 
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LEGACY FUND STATEMENT

Finance Report continued 
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REV. LUKE HAISA
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MINISTER’S REPORTMINISTER’S REPORTMINISTER’S REPORT
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EDIE LEE
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SANDRA CHILDREGIONAL REPRESENTATIVEREGIONAL REPRESENTATIVEREGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE
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MARIVIC DELA CERNA
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CHRISTIAN DEVELOPMENTCHRISTIAN DEVELOPMENTCHRISTIAN DEVELOPMENT
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Christian Development continued
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Serenity Saturday Prayer

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.” (Romans 12:12)
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Child and Youth Ministry Coordinator Report, January to July 2025

CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIESCHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES  CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES MARY LANSDELL
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Introduction
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DASHA KRASNOZHENCHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIESCHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES  CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES 
2025 Annual Congregational  Report



Children and Youth Ministries continued
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Children and Youth Ministries continued
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Theological Rationale

COMMUNICATIONSCOMMUNICATIONSCOMMUNICATIONS CLAIRE LOBERG & COLLEEN ROBARTS
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“Praise to God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
The Father of Compassion and God of all comfort who comforts us 

in our troubles, so we can comfort those in any trouble with the
 comfort we ourselves have received from God.” 

CONGREGATIONAL CARECONGREGATIONAL CARE  CONGREGATIONAL CARE JOHN & LEE PATTERSON
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Congregational Care continued
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LIBRARY REPORT

January Best of ‘24
the best of the newest publications

 added in 2024

February Prominent Authors Commemorating Black History Month

March Jesus Lent

April Canada Reads
Featured the 5 finalists in this year’s

competition

May Jeanette Oke
Famed Southern Alberta author, 

to honour Mother’s Day

June First Nations
Commemorating 

National Indigenous Peoples Day

July Prayer
In step with Pastor Luke’s theme

 for the month

August Calgary
Highlighting local hiking/biking trails 

and our local history

September
United of Church of

Canada
In concert with General Council 45, 

being held locally

October Various Weekly Displays
Celebrating “Libraries for Life” 

(National Library Month)

November Jesus Commemorating the Reign of Christ Sunday

December Children’s Books Advent

This past year was once again one of growth for our library, as there are now over 2,000
titles on our shelves! In an ongoing effort to display the diversity of our collection and
encourage readership, we featured a variety of events during the year.

Page 45

In an attempt to spark interest in the library, we also featured two crossword puzzles for
word addicts – “Biblical names beginning with J” and “favourite hymns.”

During December, the library issued an “Advent Challenge” to our Community of Faith!
Commencing December 1st, everyone was challenged to read one chapter of Luke each
day. What better way to know Jesus than to read His story, culminating with Chapter 24
on Christmas Eve?
 

Our library continues to add new books, leaning heavily on the United Church Book Store
and Christian Books as the go-to sources. Our church family continues to make donations
– each and every one is received with much gratitude.
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BILL MOORE
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Library continued



Opening
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OUTREACH & JUSTICE TEAMOUTREACH & JUSTICE TEAMOUTREACH & JUSTICE TEAM
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BRAD PERT
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How We've Grown

Page 45

Outreach & Justice Team continued
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Reconnects – A Pivotal Moment
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Outreach & Justice Team continued



After another year of challenges, we have replaced 4 sets of exterior doors, starting with
the first street doors that were hit by a taxi cab at the start of 2026. We installed 7 new
security cameras with more to go this year. We had numerous issues with the bathrooms
and line plugs this year. We have now purchased our own auger, with thanks to Good
Neighbour, to keep costs down, as a single call to a plumber is over $500.

We replaced kitchen sink faucets and completed more repairs to the elevator. The boilers
had been doing well, but this year we ran into larger problems with one of our steam
boilers again. It is currently awaiting repairs. The boiler was installed in the 90’s and is
nearing the end of its service life. Modern boilers are about 30% more efficient, but this
will require major pipework in the building. 

I want to thank everyone for the past year and look forward to getting back to projects I
have placed on the back burner while we deal with unexpected security issues this last
year.

Respectfully submitted
Newton Hislop, Property Team Chair 

PROPERTY TEAMPROPERTY TEAM  PROPERTY TEAM NEWTON HISLOP
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In 2025, we continued to create the Invitation and Dedication prayers before and after the
morning offering being taken. We do approximately 3 – 4 Sundays a month; Pastor Luke
does the other Sundays. By doing this, we can inform the congregation of the many
meaningful things our church is doing. 

We also assisted with many grant applications supporting the Central Outreach Hub.
Brad Pert and Tamara Llewellyn deserve the credit for writing the applications, and the
results have been way beyond our expectations. We have received over $200,000.00 in
grants to be applied to 2026. These grants came from a variety of sources – some faith-
based groups, some government services, and even some secular sources. 

Stewardship is about more than giving money, although that is critical as well.
Stewardship is about giving of time and talent. Giving time and talent is evident in the
number of volunteers who come each Sunday to prepare lunch for folks living in our
downtown community. They bring the food, do the cooking, serving, and cleanup, and
provide companionship to those who are there.

Central United Church congregation lives into its logo, “A Church In The Heart of the City
with the City in its Heart”.

It takes the generous support of your time, talent and treasure to allow the ministry at
Central to thrive and bless the lives of those in our community. 

Submitted on behalf of the Team,
Diane Scheibner

STEWARDSHIP TEAMSTEWARDSHIP TEAM  STEWARDSHIP TEAM 
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DIANE SCHEIBNER
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The Worship Team is primarily made up of church staff, with a few others to assist in
supporting the ongoing provision of deeply spiritual, Bible-based, relevant and inclusive
worship experiences. Our mandate includes oversight of the sacraments of Communion
and Baptism, as well as weddings, funerals, and special services (i.e. Ash Wednesday,
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Christmas Eve). We decorate the Sanctuary and change
the vestments for liturgical seasons and events. We also work with Congregational Care
to assist with greeting/ushering, food hospitality, and fundraisers like ‘Mums for Moms’
and memorial Poinsettias at Christmas time.

As part of Central’s participation in the United Church of Canada’s 100th anniversary, we
incorporated weekly prayer for Calgary United Churches, leading up to the June 8  city-
wide celebration.

th

WORSHIP TEAMWORSHIP TEAMWORSHIP TEAM LORI BAZIN

Jan 5 Central United Church Mar. 23 Red Deer Lake United Church

Jan. 12 Campbell-Stone United Church Mar. 30 Robert McClure United Church
Jan. 19 Chinese United Church April 6 Scarboro United Church
Jan. 26 Fish Creek United Church April 13 Southwood United Church
Feb. 2 Foothills United Church April 20 Springbank United Church
Feb. 9 Forest Lawn United Church April 27 St. Andrew’s United Church
Feb. 16 Hillhurst United Church/Living Spirit May 4 St. David’s / Northminster United Church
Feb. 23 Knox United Church May 11 St. Thomas United Church
Mar. 2 Lakeview United Church May 18 Symons Valley United Church
Mar. 9 McDougall United Church May 25 Wild Rose United Church
Mar. 16 Parkdale United Church June 1 Woodcliff United Church

Some highlights from our worship services throughout 2025:
January 12th – baptism of Logan Josephine, daughter of Morgan and Dillon
O’Flanagan.
March 5th – Ash Wednesday Noon service in the Chapel was well attended,
including quite a few not from Central.
March 9th – first Sunday of Lent, celebrated Holy Communion with children
and youth partaking. Melven Dela Cerna made his debut as Communion
assistant.
April 13th – Palm Sunday, children and youth waved palm branches and played
tambourines with the processional song.
April 17th – Maundy Thursday evening service with Communion.
April 18th – Central hosted the Good Friday service, along with Scarboro United.
April 20th – Easter Sunday morning was a glorious celebration of our Saviour’s
resurrection and the evening Recovery service celebrated adult baptism in the
hot tub, with support of many friends and family.
April 27th – Youth In Action hosted an Earth Day service.
May 4th – We welcomed Myleen Sacro as a new member to our congregation,
and also acknowledged Red Dress day.
May 11th – Pastor Luke was attending the Chinook Winds Region Annual
General Meeting in Lacombe and Diane Scheibner shared the message. The
sanctuary was decorated with 'Mums for Moms' and Fay Milk spoke and
presented a video to kick off the Baby Bottle Campaign for this year.
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Some highlights from our worship services throughout 2025, continued:
May 25th – Choir's musical Sunday, followed by the Strawberry Social, followed
by the Annual Congregational Meeting. Acknowledging African Liberation Day,
the choir included a new song called ‘God Bless Africa’ in their repertoire.
June 1st – we commemorated the 121st Anniversary of the placing of Central’s
cornerstone and celebrated with cake following the service.
June 8th – Pentecost Sunday with Holy Communion. In the afternoon, there
was a city-wide gathering to celebrate the United Church of Canada's 100th
Anniversary at Knox United.
June 15th – Father’s Day, Trinity Sunday, and Rev. Tony Snow shared the Land
Acknowledgement.
June 29th – We celebrated the retirement of Mary Lansdell after faithfully
serving as Sunday School Coordinator for the previous ten+ years. More recently,
she was assisted by her daughter, Maegan Lansdell-Cole, which brought an
even more loving and engaging experience to the children and youth ministry.
During the service, Mary and Maegan sang “The Blessing” as their farewell.
July 13th – Stampede Breakfast and The Cracked Pots provided music for
morning worship.
During the summer months, faithful servants graciously stepped in to share
messages on the Sundays when Pastor Luke was away:

August 10  ~ Bill Mooreth September 7  ~ Marivic Dela Cernath

August 17th ~ Diane Scheibner September 21  ~ Thomas Beachst

August 24  ~ John Pattersonth September 28  ~ Myleen Sacroth

Worship Team continued
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In October, we welcomed Dasha Krasnozhen to the Worship Team, as the new
Children and Youth Ministries Coordinator. As well, Pastor Luke incorporated
bible readings from the Law, the Psalms, and the Prophets in morning worship
services.
October 5th - World Communion Sunday.
November 16th – baptism of Harrison and Fletcher, twin sons of Sean and
Kristen McQueen. It being Children’s Sunday, the majority of the service was
conducted by the children and youth.
Saturday, November 29th – Many thanks to those who came out to help
decorate the sanctuary for Advent and Christmas.
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Worship Team continued

November 30  – first Sunday in Advent, celebrated Holy Communion.th

December 14  – rather than a ‘Christmas Musical’ per se, the morning service
was devoted to singing many well-known Christmas Carols.

th

December 24  – we gathered in the evening for a traditional Christmas Eve
service with Communion.

th

December 25  – we returned on Christmas morning for an intimate worship
service in the Chapel, followed by a time of fellowship over coffee and goodies.

th

December 28  – as per usual, Pastor Luke, Oksana, Alena, and the choir had the
last Sunday of the year off. Many thanks to Bill Moore and Colleen Robarts for
assisting in the service where traditional Carols were sung and stories of their
origin were shared.

th

Looking back over the year, we are so grateful to Ivan Bacon for volunteering his time and
talents as Tech Team Lead, working the sound system for both morning and evening
services. Many thanks also to Ilia Levykin for his faithful service on Sunday mornings, and
to Trevor Loberg and Abner Haisa for their ongoing assistance.

The Worship Team faced a few challenges in 2025. Our beloved Colleen underwent her
second knee surgery early in the year and we had to work overtime to keep the services
flowing – thanks to volunteers and a temp in the office. Along with the increased number
of individuals being fed and clothed by the Outreach Hub in our basement, came some
safety and security concerns. Cameras and other equipment were stolen and we no
longer record Pastor Luke’s messages for posting online.

With the Worship Team supporting Pastor Luke, we all breathed a collective sigh of relief
when Colleen decided to remain in her position as Office Administrator for another year
before retiring. She is invaluable, not only to Luke, but to the Team and to the day-to-day
operations of our church.

Lori Bazin (Chair) Bill Moore (Member at Large / Recording Secretary)

Rev. Luke Haisa (Minister) Melven Dela Cerna (Sacraments Representative)

Oksana Krasnozhen (Music Director) Colleen Robarts (Office Administrator / Staff Support)

Mary Lansdell (Children & Youth) till June Peter Sheridan (Celebrate Life Recovery)

Dasha Krasnozhen (Children & Youth) Thomas Beach (Celebrate Life Recovery)

The Worship Team meets after church on the first Sunday of each month, excluding July
and August, and was made up of the following people in 2025:

Our Team would happily welcome new members. In particular, there are certain
volunteer roles which are most needed: Sanctuary Decorations coordinator; Wedding,
Funeral and Baptism Coordinator(s); Recording Secretary; Congregational Care Liaison;
and Memorial Fund overseer, working with Roberto Montagni, Treasurer.

I conclude this report by acknowledging the faithful commitment of each member of the
Worship Team – and we are exceedingly grateful to every person who has worked behind
the scenes or shared in our worship services throughout the year by reading scripture,
offering prayers and other readings, or providing messages in Pastor Luke’s absence. We
are all part of God’s Kingdom family and we strive to face the future with hope and
confidence that God continues to have a plan for Central United Church.
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Oksana KrasnozhenMUSIC DIRECTOR’S REPORTMUSIC DIRECTOR’S REPORTMUSIC DIRECTOR’S REPORT
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Music Director continued
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Overview

RECOVERY TEAMRECOVERY TEAM  RECOVERY TEAM Peter Sheridan
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Highlights – Men’s Retreat (Camp Kasota, Sylvan Lake)

Recovery Team continued
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTSFINANCIAL STATEMENTSFINANCIAL STATEMENTS Bob Hindley

Page 60 PAGE 56

2025 OPERATING STATEMENT AND PROPOSED 2026 BUDGET
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CONSOLIDATED BALANCE SHEET CONSOLIDATED BALANCE SHEET AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2025AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2025CONSOLIDATED BALANCE SHEET AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2025

PAGE 59



BEQUESTS ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS FOR 2025BEQUESTS ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS FOR 2025BEQUESTS ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS FOR 2025

BEQUESTS & DONATIONS

Bequest Acknowledgements for 2025

Memorial donations have been received in memory 
of the following individuals:

Michael Heron

Total Memorial Donations $676
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CASH POSITION STATEMENT CASH POSITION STATEMENT AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2025AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2025CASH POSITION STATEMENT AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2025
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Central United Church
131 7th Avenue SW, Calgary AB  T2P 0W5

403-269-3701 info@centralchurch.ca

www.centralchurch.ca
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