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THE BRANCH

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of
Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.
And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the
Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of

counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the
fear of the Lord. 

Matthew 1:1-16 traces the genealogy of Jesus,
emphasizing His descent from David and, therefore,
from Jesse. Luke 3:23-38 provides a parallel
genealogy, further confirming His rightful place in
this royal lineage. The apostle Paul, in Romans 1:3,
declares that Jesus was descended from David
according to the flesh, affirming the prophetic
expectation of a Davidic Messiah. 

Isaiah 11: 1

Isaiah 11:2 describes the Spirit of the Lord resting upon the Branch in sixfold
dimensions: wisdom, understanding, counsel, might, knowledge, and fear of the
Lord. The Gospels attest that Jesus manifested these qualities in His earthly ministry.
Jesus Christ grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was
upon him (Luke 2:40). During His public ministry, He displayed wisdom in His
teachings; His understanding of human hearts and His counsel to the afflicted,
exemplified in His guidance to the disciples, reveal the Spirit’s operation in Him.  

The Spirit of might and the Spirit of knowledge are fulfilled in Jesus’ miracles and
teaching. Through His works of healing, exorcism, and nature miracles, Jesus
demonstrated God’s power over creation and the forces of darkness. His knowledge
of the Father and divine plan was beyond comparison; John 5:19-20 records Jesus
stating that He only does what He sees the Father doing. Similarly, the “fear of the
Lord” in Isaiah’s prophecy is realized in Christ’s perfect reverence for God, modeled
in prayer and in His ultimate submission to God’s will in the Garden of Gethsemane.



Romans 15:12 applies the Isaiah 11 prophecy to Jesus, proclaiming, And again,
Isaiah says, ‘The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles;
in him will the Gentiles hope.’ Here, Paul underscores the fulfillment of the
prophecy in Christ’s Davidic lineage and also its universality: Jesus brings hope
and salvation to all nations. 

Isaiah 11:1-2 also captures the integration of Christ’s humanity and divinity. The
stump of Jesse represents the historical and human limitations of Israel’s
monarchy, while the Branch demonstrates the restoration that comes through
God’s intervention. Jesus embodies this restoration through spiritual
transformation. His ministry embodies the Spirit’s work to heal the broken,
enlighten the ignorant, and establish a new covenant with humanity. The dual
fulfillment of the prophecy highlights the continuity of God’s salvific plan from the
Old Covenant to the New.

Jesus Christ is the embodiment of God’s redemptive purposes for all creation.

THE BRANCH Continued

Soli Deo Gloria – to God alone be the glory! 
Rev. Luke Haisa

Romans 15:12
ASK GOD TO:

1.fill you with wisdom, understanding, counsel, might, knowledge,
and fear of God so that Your life may reflect Christ.

2.help you to know God’s heart and walk closely with Him.
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